World History 
Instructor:  Matthew Bradford   
Email:   
matthew.bradford@cobbk12.org 
Course Description: 
Today, humans are found everywhere on Earth:  in jungles and deserts, on boulevards and in bazaars.  But how did we get there?  Where did we come from?  Why do we all look and act so differently?  This course answers those questions by tracing the human record from its origins to modern times.  Beginning with the earliest human history, we will chart the course of humanity through its earliest civilizations forward on to the global community of the 21st century.  The purpose of World History is to strengthen the student’s geographical concepts and skills; to develop the student’s understanding of man’s use of the land and its resources and how the results of this use had defined the historic, cultural, economic and political developments of the world.  Additionally, this course will work at the teaching and strengthening of analytic and critical thinking skills. World History is a required course for graduation.  
Textbook:  World History:  Patterns of Interaction—McDougall Littell
Class Website/ Blog:  http://kellhighschool.typepad.com/bradford/

This site is a great tool for the classroom. A class calendar with due dates and assignments will be posted.  Extra credit and optional assignments are posted on the blog.  Power Points and other materials may also be found there.  Students and parents are encouraged to check blog regularly for updates to be aware of what is going on in class and what is available to the students for extended learning opportunities.
Course Outline:  The course will include the study of 10 different units.  The units and chapters associated with them, as well as the Georgia Performance standards are included in the unit calendar that is posted on the blog.  Each unit will be followed by a unit test and there will be a comprehensive Final Exam at the end of each semester.
        Class Requirements/Expectations:

1. Notebook:  Bring your notebook everyday. 
2. Bring materials EVERYDAY:  book, notebook, applicable assignments, writing utensils, etc….You should be prepared to learn.
3. Be respectful of each other and your instructors.

4. When the bell rings, you should be in your assigned seat and ready to work.

5. Listen to what is being taught and what is expected daily.  Assignments and essential questions are posted on the board on a daily basis.  Do not interfere with the lesson or another student’s ability to learn.

6. Only drinks with lids will be allowed in class, please no food!!!

7. Class participation is required and an essential part of your obtaining a good grade. YOU ARE EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE AND YOU CAN’T PARTICIPATE IF YOU ARE NOT PREPARED.  In addition, attendance is an essential part of success in this class.  You cannot participate if you are not here.
8. BE ON TIME!!!!  Quizzes will be given in the first 5 minutes---if you are tardy, you will receive a zero.  The Tardy Policy will be strictly adhered to.

9. ABSOLUTELY NO ELECTRONIC DEVICE USE DURING INSTRUCTIONAL TIME…..(cell phones, PEDs, etc)… From time to time (rarely), Mr. Bradford may allow the use of these devices while students are working independently but UNLESS Mr. Bradford SPECIFICALLY STATES that it is okay for students to use them then they are NOT allowed and consequences will be distributed accordingly. …..DETENTION WILL BE ASSIGNED THE FIRST TIME AND THEN REFERRAL FOR INSUBORDINATION.

**This course is required for graduation and it is imperative that you are paying attention and are not distracted by the use of these devices.**

Make-up/Late work Policy:
For make-up policy consult the student handbook.  It is the responsibility of the student to look in the make-up notebook and/or ask teacher to find out what assignments were missed.  Until work has been turned in and  graded, it will be recorded as a zero. Make up tests will be done by appointment before or after school only.  NO MAKE-UP WORK WILL BE ALLOWED FOR UNEXCUSED ABSENCES.

The following system will be used for Latework:


On the first day, beyond the due date, the student will lose 10% of the maximum score and the deduction will continue in 10% increments.  Anything turned in after the 5th day will receive a maximum grade of 50.
 Academic Fraud:


Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated at any level.  Failure to maintain honest academic standards will result in an immediate disciplinary procedure.  CHARACTER is who you are when no one is watching.  Allowing someone to copy your work is considered cheating.  Refer to the student handbook for further information on Academic Fraud.

 Grading:


Differentiated Instruction and Product are constant components of this class because I value the learning styles of each student.  Not all students or classes will be doing the same thing at the same time.  Assignments may vary from student to student or class to class to ensure that students have the opportunity to explore, create and apply themselves as we learn the complexities of United States History.

  Summative Assessments (Tests/Projects)


              60%

Formative Assessments (Quizzes/Homework/Daily grades)

30%

              Final Exam







  10%

A=  90-100

B=  80-89

C=  74-79

D=  70-73

F=   < 70

World History Remediation/Reassessment Plan:

· Every student will be allowed the opportunity to show proficiency for each standards-based, summative, assessment.

· If a student scores less than a 75% on the unit test, they have the option of retaking that test after completing the following remediation plan.

· Step one – the student must complete the chapter assessment for each chapter in the unit (or an applicable assignment as designated by the teacher).

· Step two – the student must bring the completed chapter assessments with them to one of the two reassessment tutoring/review sessions, 7:30-8:10am or 3:35-4:15pm, offered for that particular unit by a United States History Teacher.

· If ALL chapter assessments are not completed at the time of the review session, the reassessment will NOT be allowed.

· These dates can be found on the teacher’s blog.

· Student must stay and participate for entire review session.

· Step three – the student will be reassessed the day following the review session, again either in the morning or afternoon.

· The higher of the two scores will be counted, and the maximum grade that can be earned is a 75%.

· **Remediation Assignment is subject to change depending on student needs. **

EXTRA CREDIT


Students are given the opportunity to complete extra credit assignments throughout the course that can help their grades and enrich their learning. These assignments will be discussed in class and posted on the blog. These optional assignments consist of historical Hollywood movie analyses and field trips to local historical sites as well as individual research assignments.  If a student wishes to complete these optional assignments, they must be completed throughout the course and not at the end of the semester.  Assignments will be posted to the blog.

· Movie analyses are due the day of the unit test and are worth up to 10 points.  Only one movie per unit is allowed.

· Field trips can be turned in at any time during the semester and are worth up to 20 points each.

· Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated and will be written up as cheating.  Students that are caught plagiarizing will no longer be eligible for extra credit.

· The maximum number of extra credit points that can be earned during each semester is 90.  

