Advanced Placement United States History

This Advanced Placement course is designed to provide students with skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and challenges of American History.  It is a course designed by the College Board that helps students prepare for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses.  This course should develop your ability to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability and their importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.

INSTRUCTOR: Matthew Bradford  
 contact email:  matthew.Bradford@cobbk12.org
TEXT:  America:  A Narrative History

Tindall & Shi.  Norton & Company, New York, 2007.


WEBSITE/BLOG:   http://kellhighschool.typepad.com/bradford/

This site is a great tool for the classroom. A class calendar with due dates and assignments will be posted.  Extra credit and optional assignments are posted on the blog.  Power Points and other materials may also be found there.  Students and parents are encouraged to check blog regularly for updates to be aware of what is going on in class and what is available to the students for extended learning opportunities. 
I. READING ASSIGNMENTS

A. Chapters should be read in a timely manner and completed before they are discussed in class.  See unit calendar on blog for dates and assignments.  Some flexibility may be needed.

B. Quizzes on assigned readings will be given periodically.

C. Lecture, discussion, and reading information will be covered on tests at the end of every unit.  Not all of the information in the text will be covered in lecture, nor will all lecture/discussion information be covered in the text.  The student IS responsible for BOTH.

II.  Primary Document Portfolio 

This is an ongoing collection of primary documents completed throughout the course. Students will be responsible for researching and analyzing primary documents with each unit throughout the course. This portfolio will be turned in for assessment with each unit.  More information will be distributed and posted concerning this assignment.
III.  NOTEBOOK

A. Each student will need a large, sturdy notebook (3-ring binder is recommended) for class.  The notebook must be brought to class every day.

B. Handouts, essays, quizzes and notes should be kept in sequential order in the notebook for reference.

C. This notebook is the property of the student and will NOT be collected.  Each student should have or should develop his/her own method of note taking.

1. If you have problems with note taking skills—PLEASE SEE ME.  This skill is ESSENTIAL to master in order to succeed at the AP level.
IV. THEMEBOOKS

Students will be responsible for turning in with each unit an additional notebook in which they have completed their unit vocabulary and reflected upon changes in United States History according to the 12 AP Themes. More information regarding this ongoing assignment will be distributed and posted.   The final product of this themebook will be a valuable resource in reviewing for the AP Examination in May.
V.  PLAN OF STUDY

A. The course of study over two semesters will include approximately 11 units with each unit covering from one to five chapters of the textbook.

B. Each unit will have a fifty item multiple choice test worth 100 points.  Students will also write three Free Response essays each semester.  One of these essays each semester will be a Document Based Question essay.
C. Practice FREs and DBQs will be given as often as possible.

a. Writing skills are very important to success in the class and on the AP exam.

b. Organization, correct grammar, and spelling count in this course.

D. There is no connection between the class grade and the AP exam grade.  However, it must be noted that students who excel in class usually score higher on the AP exam.  

F.  Study Groups—I strongly encourage students to join/create study groups that meet on a regular basis, particularly before unit tests.  While I will do my best to prepare you for exams, remember this is a college-level class and you will need to spend ample time preparing for tests/essays.  Students quite often benefit from each other’s thoughts and ideas as well.  In the past, the use of timelines, notes, and discussion topics have helped students to succeed in better understanding the content of the course.

VI.CLASS PARTICIPATION

A. One of the reasons you chose this AP course is because you possess inquisitiveness for US HISTORY.  Be ready to express this inquisitiveness both within and outside the hallowed halls of this classroom.  If you do not have a PASSION for US HISTORY—you are probably in the wrong place!!

B. Each student MUST exhibit enthusiasm and zest for the topics we are covering.  This can be expressed through eager discussion, asking pertinent questions, and constant participation.  You MUST READ AND BE READY TO PARTICIPATE DAILY and BE IN ATTENDANCE.
C. I’ll never try to cross over your comfort zone by forcing you into class discussion.  However, a vast desire for knowledge and the ability to express what you have learned from your readings is essential to making this class a success for both you the student and me—the teacher.

VII. EXTRA CREDIT

Students are given the opportunity to complete extra credit assignments throughout the course that can help their grades and enrich their learning. These assignments will be discussed in class and posted on the blog. These optional assignments consist of historical Hollywood movie analyses and field trips to local historical sites as well as individual research assignments.  If a student wishes to complete these optional assignments, they must be completed throughout the course and not at the end of the semester.
· Movie analyses are due the day of the unit test and are worth up to 10 points.  Only one movie is allowed per unit.
· Field trips can be turned in at any time during the semester and are worth up to 20 points each.

· Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated and will be written up as cheating.  Students that are caught plagiarizing will no longer be eligible for extra credit.

· The maximum number of extra credit points that can be earned during first semester is 80.  For second semester, the maximum is 50.
VIII.  OPTIONAL ASSIGNMENTS  (Extended Learning Opportunities)

Throughout the year, a variety of optional assignments will be given to the students.  These extended learning opportunities count as additional grades.  They are not extra credit but they are averaged in with the other grades in the course.  Typically, students tend to fair well on these assignments.  They include, but are not limited to, optional readings (such as with the summer assignment), optional essays, optional projects, reflections on political speeches such as the State of the Union Address in January, etc.  Students that take advantage of these opportunities tend to score better on the unit tests and therefore receive higher grades in the class.  Usually, these students also perform better on the AP examination.   There is no limit as the number of optional assignments that students may complete as they are regular grades and NOT extra credit.
IX.  GRADES
Differentiated Instruction and Product are constant components of this class because I value the learning styles of each student.  Not all students or classes will be doing the same thing at the same time.  Assignments may vary from student to student or class to class to ensure that ALL students have the opportunity to explore, create and apply themselves as we learn the complexities of United States History.

A. Grades will be based on a point system approximately as follows:

Formative Assessments (quizzes, homework, daily assignments) 
25%


Summative Assessments (tests, essays, projects)


60%

Comprehensive Midterm Exam (Fall Semester) or


State Mandated End of Course Test (Spring Semester)

15%

B. VERY IMPORTANT!!!!  Your early grades may not be as high as you are accustomed to.  DO NOT PANIC!!!!  Practice and experience will eventually help these grades and those first few weeks of mild anxiety will be a mere pleasant memory.

C. Every student taking this class is expected to take the AP exam in May.  
X.  AP US History Remediation/Reassessment Plan:

· Every student will be allowed the opportunity to show proficiency on each unit test.

· If a student scores less than a 70% on the unit test, they have the option of retaking that test after completing the following remediation plan.

· Step one – the student must complete the chapter focus questions for each chapter in the unit (or an applicable assignment as designated by the teacher).  While student responses may not have to be completely accurate, it must be evident that students have at least put forth a viable effort in completing the assignments.

· Step two – the student must bring the completed chapter focus questions with them to one of the two reassessment tutoring/review sessions, 7:30-8:10am or 3:35-4:15pm, offered for that particular unit by a United States History Teacher.

· If ALL chapter focus questions are not completed at the time of the review session, the reassessment will NOT be allowed.

· These dates can be found on the teacher’s blog.

· Student must stay and participate for entire review session.

· Step three – the student will be reassessed the same week as the review session, again either in the morning or afternoon.   These dates will be posted on the blog.

· The higher of the two scores will be counted, and the maximum grade that can be earned from a reassessment is a 70%.

· **Remediation Assignment is subject to change depending on student needs. **

XI.  CLASS REQUIREMENTS/EXPECTATIONS
1. Bring materials everyday.

2. Be respectful of each other and your instructor.

3. When the bell rings you should be in your seat and ready to go to work.
4. Listen to what is being taught and what is expected daily.  Assignments and essential questions are posted on the board on a daily basis.    
5. BE ON TIME…..Quizzes will be given in the first 5 minutes---if you are tardy, you will receive a zero.  The TARDY policy will be strictly adhered to.
6. ABSOLUTELY NO ELECTRONIC DEVICE USE DURING INSTRUCTIONAL TIME…..(cell phones, PEDs, etc)… From time to time (rarely), Mr. Bradford may allow the use of these devices while students are working independently but UNLESS Mr. Bradford SPECIFICALLY STATES that it is okay for students to use them then they are NOT allowed and consequences will be distributed accordingly. …..DETENTION WILL BE ASSIGNED THE FIRST TIME AND THEN REFERRAL FOR INSUBORDINATION.

**This course is required for graduation and it is imperative that you are paying attention and are not distracted by the use of these devices.**

XII.  Make-up/Latework Policy:

For make-up policy, please consult student handbook.  It is the responsibility of the student to inquire about missed assignments.  Make up tests will be done before or after school by appointment. NO MAKE UP WORK WILL BE ALLOWED FOR UNEXCUSED ABSENCES.
The following system will be used for late assignments:


10%  off per day……Latework will be accepted up until the Friday before finals week but after 4 days, students will only receive 50% credit. 
XIII. Academic Fraud

Cheating and plagiarism will NOT be tolerated at any level. Failure to maintain honest academic standards will result in an immediate disciplinary procedure.  CHARACTER IS WHO YOU ARE WHEN NO ONE IS WATCHING!!!  Allowing someone to copy your work is considered cheating.  Refer to the student handbook for further information on academic fraud.
