World Geography

2011-2012

Instructor: Mr. Brigham

Location:  Room 2315





e-mail:  chad.brigham@cobbk12.org

Textbook: “World Geography”, 2005-McDougal-Littell

COURSE DESCRIPTION

World Geography provides an overview of physical and cultural geography and is designed to strengthen the student’s geographical concepts and skills; to develop the student’s understanding of man’s use of the land and its resources and how the results of this use has defined the historic, cultural, economic and political developments of the world. At the successful conclusion of these courses, the student will have a basic knowledge of geographic concepts, as well as an appreciation for the various interactions between the peoples, cultures and nations that shape our present day human condition.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Each student shall be able to demonstrate an understanding of the standards as set forth in the Georgia Performance Standards.  A copy of said standards is provided on the class blog.

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Students will utilize a number of approaches (to include. but not limited to scientific inquiry, research skills and methodology, written expression. etc.) to accomplish the Course Objectives. The instructor will attempt to utilize interactive learning, demonstration, discussion and lecture to further the objectives of the course. It is the intent of the instructor to provide multiple types of assessments throughout the course to be able to accurate gauge the learning of all of the students—regardless of learning style, level or ability.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

To successfully complete this course, each student must comply with the Classroom Rules, Student Expectations and complete all work so that the Semester cumulative grade is of a D (70%) or better.

MATERIALS NEEDED

Students are required to have the following items for class:

1.
A 3-ring binder/organizer.
2.
Paper, pens (black or blue-I prefer black) and pencils.  I do not allow any light colored pens to be used for work that needs to be turned in.  
3.
Assignment book/planner/organizer.  Actual type is up to student discretion. 

CLASSROOM RULES

1.
The instructor reserves the right to modify, amend or otherwise change the classroom rules at any time and for any reason.

2.
Hall passes and/or Restroom passes will not normally be authorized during the first and last ten minutes of class.  Restroom passes will be allowed during any other time in class (with the exception of during testing).  Exceptions, when allowed, will be handled on a case-by-case basis. If granted, a pass from the school nurse will be needed to avoid possible disciplinary action.


If a student is authorized to leave the room—for any reason—they must have a current school issued identification card (in accordance with school policy).

3.
Students are to be in their assigned seats at the class bell. Instructive activities will commence immediately after the attendance is taken.

4.
All students are required to use their classroom time engaged in academic pursuits. Behaviors that are strictly forbidden include but are not limited to sleeping in class, class disruptions, non-academic conversations, putting on make-up, card-playing and any other behavior that in the opinion of the instructor is a failure to properly utilize academic time. Violations of this policy will be referred for disciplinary action.

5.
Homework, Projects, Reading Assignments and other outside-of-class activities will be given on a regular basis. Items will be collected on the date due at the beginning of the class with no exception. YOU HAVE NO EXCUSE FOR NOT TURNING IN YOUR WORK!  In accordance with Departmental policy, late work will be accepted with penalty (10% deduction of points up to 50% maximum available credit if turned in within ten (10) days of due date with NO points available after the ten (10) day grace period.  Missed work (with an excused absence) can be made up within a maximum of five (5) days after due date.
6.
SLEEPING OR ANY OTHER FORM OF UNATTENTIVENESS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  Students that repeatedly violate this policy will be referred for disciplinary action that could include withdrawal from the class.

7.
In accordance with district and school policy, no student is authorized to possess or use any electronic device that is not primarily of an educational nature (such as cell phones, pagers, CD players, MP3 players, handheld gaming devices, etc.) during instructional time. Any student found to be in violation of this policy will be punished as per the policies outlined in the Cobb County School District Administrative Rules.

8.
All students are to abide by standards of conduct, dress and deportment as found in the student handbook.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

In addition to the aforementioned policies, students are expected to abide by the following:

· Students are to arrive in class prepared for learning.
· Students will bring their textbook, notebook, colored pencils and a number two pencil to class EVERY day.

· Students are to afford their classmates the respect and dignity that they are entitled to.

· Any student requiring any type of assessment validation for extra-curricular activities will be able to procure this BEFORE school only!  I am a very busy person and I AM NOT AVAILABLE FOR ANY REASON DURING CLASS TIME OR ADVISORY PERIOD! THEREFORE, YOU MUST MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH ME AT MY CONVENIENCE! If you show up to my classroom without an appointment, you will be denied access!

· School property is to be treated with care. Any form of vandalism will result in severe disciplinary action.

· Substitute Teachers will be afforded respect and dignity. Negative behavior towards or in the presence of a substitute teacher will be handled in a harsher manner than under normal circumstances.

"No-name policy"

Any assignment turned in without a name will be discarded and no attempt will be made by the instructor to ascertain authorship. If it does not have a name, it is the same as not turning in the assignment. All assignments shall have the student’s name clearly written, along with class section and date in the upper right hand corner (unless otherwise instructed). This applies to ALL assignments (Homework, Quizzes, Tests, Papers, Final Examination, etc.) The instructor will attempt to remind ALL students before accepting work but it is the STUDENT’S responsibility to verify that their name is on EACH item turned in.

Extra-Credit policy

No individual extra-credit will be accepted for any reason. However, there will be occasions that the Instructor will assign or offer extra points for specific acts that are available to an entire class. These events will be very random, on a limited basis and not available for make-up.

Seating Policy

Each class will be seated in alphabetical order for the balance of the Semester.  This is done for a number of reasons:

1.
Ease in taking attendance.

2.
Eliminates wasting time looking for students on the class roll.

3.
Facilitates attendance recording for substitute teachers.

If any student wishes to change their seat (for bonafide reasons), the instructor MUST approve it beforehand. If you have a health reason that necessitates a seat change, please inform the instructor as soon as possible!

Academic Integrity Policy

All personnel associated with this course shall maintain academic integrity.  Academic misconduct, in any form, will not be tolerated and will result in a disciplinary action!
Please refer to the handout, Academic Dishonesty for a detailed explanation of what is interpreted as academic misconduct.
Instructor Availability

The instructor is available for personal contact, extra-curricular assistance and parental conference (subject to scheduling commitments). Additionally, remediation regarding course assessments will be provided periodically throughout the course.

All students and parents have the right to contact the instructor for telephonic discussions or to set up an appointment for a face-to-face consultation. All appointments will be before or after school hours and at the instructor’s discretion. To set up an appointment, you please e-mail a request and include a phone number so that I may call you.  Thank you.
Remediation Policy

World Geography Remediation/Reassessment Plan:

· Every student will be allowed the opportunity to show proficiency for each standards-based, summative, assessment.

· If a student scores less than a 75% on the unit test, they have the option of retaking that test after completing the following remediation plan.

· Step one – the student must complete the chapter assessment for each chapter in the unit (or an applicable assignment as designated by the teacher).

· Step two – the student must bring the completed chapter assessments with them to one of the two reassessment tutoring/review sessions, 7:30-8:10am or 3:35-4:15pm, offered for that particular unit by a World Geography Teacher.

· If ALL chapter assessments are not completed at the time of the review session, the reassessment will NOT be allowed.

· These dates can be found on the teacher’s blog.

· Student must stay and participate for entire review session.

· Step three – the student will be reassessed the day following the review session, again either in the morning or afternoon.

· The higher of the two scores will be counted, and the maximum grade that can be earned is a 75%.

· **Remediation Assignment is subject to change depending on student needs. **

Assessment Categories and Grade Weights

Formative:










30%

Summative:










60%

Final Examination: 









10%
INTERNET & E-MAIL ACCOUNT/ACCESS

It is highly encouraged but not required that students have a valid e-mail account and internet access.  Many of the class materials (handouts, worksheets, etc.) and ALL of the class notes (PowerPoint Slides) will be placed on the class blog.  Additionally, there will be times when the instructor will need to send out information via an e-mail.  While you are not required to set up an e-mail account, it shall be the policy that anyone who does not have an e-mail account or access to the internet shall be responsible for ALL materials that are disseminated via said vehicles.  In other words, “I don’t have the internet” or “I don’t have e-mail” are NOT valid excuses for anything that the student misses in class or as assigned via electronic means.
COURSE CONTRACT
Directions:  This syllabus has been provided to you as a courtesy.  It is not only for your information but also to prevent many of the administrative and disciplinary problems that sometimes arise because of miscommunication.  Therefore, the student and their parent/legal guardian is to read and complete the following and return it to the instructor not later than the beginning of class, Friday 26 August 2011.

Failure to comply may result in disciplinary action or removal from the course. 
I, ___________________________________, have read and understand the policies and procedures as outlined in the class syllabus. I hereby agree to abide by the standards, policies and procedures that are stated in the syllabus. I also understand that I am subject to disciplinary action if I do not comply with those instructions.

Name (Printed) 



Signature




 Date

We, the parents of
 







, have read, understand and agree to the requirements of Mr. Howard’s class as stated in the course syllabus and understand that my child’s continued participation in the course is predicated on our support of those policies and procedures.

Name (Printed)



 Signature




 Date

