1870s

Treaty of Somoa (Pago Pago)—1879

NY Customs House reform—1879

Redemption of Greenbacks for gold—1879

Chicago Fire—1871

Black Hills gold rush—1874


Congressional Amnesty Act—1872

Bland-Allison Act—1878



Railroad Strike—1877

Christian Science (Mary Baker Eddy)—1879
Desert Land Act—1877

15th Amendment passed—1870


Carnegie Steel Company formed—1873

House of Reps controlled by Democrats—1874
WCTU(Emma Willard)—1874

Compromise of 1877



Tammany’s Tweed Ring convicted—1872

Resumption Act—1865



Battle of Little Big Horn—1876

Force Acts (KKK)—1870



Sioux Uprising—1876-7

Comstock Lode discovered in Nevada—1873
Panic of 1873

Tweed Ring Exposed (Thomas Nast)—1871

Credit Mobilier exposed—1872

Standard Oil formed (Rockefeller)—1870

Pullman cars introduced—1870

Air Brakes (Westinghouse)—1870


Belknap scandal—1876

Freedmen’s Bureau closed—1872


Reconstruction ended—1877

Yellowstone National Park—1872


Farmers Alliance—1875

Nez Perce resistance and relocation—1876

National Greenback-Labor Party—1875

Salvation Army formed—1879


Barbed Wire (Joseph Glidden)—1873

Civil Rights Act—1875



Colorado statehood—1876

Restoration of Southern white rule—1874

Bell telephone—1876

Whiskey Ring scandal—1875


Edison Electric Light Company—1879

1880s

Garfield assassination by Guiteau—1881

Supreme Court—segregation in private institutions

American Red Cross—Clara Barton—1881



was constitutional—1883

New Steel Navy—1883



Foran Act—Prohibited Contract Labor—1885

Statue of Liberty—1886



Booker T. Washington—Tuskegee Institute—1881

French began Panama Canal—1880

Chinese Exclusion Act—1882

Open Range ended—1887



Pan-American conference—1889

Brooklyn Bridge built—1883


Huckleberry Finn—Mark Twain—1884

Haymarket Square Riot in Chicago—1886

Interstate Commerce Act—1887

A Century of Dishonor—Helen Hunt Jackson—1881
Drought on Great Plains—1887

German-Samoa conflict with USA--1889 

James G. Blaine—Secretary of State—1881

Farmer Alliance—Populists—1884


Dawes Severalty Act (Native Americans)-1887

Wabash case—federal regulation of interstate
Santa Fe, Southern Pacific and Northern Pacific


commerce—1886





Railroads completed—1882

First skyscraper—L. Sullivan—1885

Mugwumps split from Republicans—1884

Pendleton Act on Civil Service—1883

AFL—Samuel Gompers—1886

Standard Oil Trust—1882



Berlin Conference—1889

Oklahoma Land Rush—1889


Geronimo captured—1886

$145 million surplus in US treasury—1881

1890s

Coxey’s Army—1894



Pension Act—1890
Dingley Tariff (46.5%)—1896


Klondike Gold Rush—1896

Homestead Steel Strike—1892


Sino-Japanese War—1894

“Cross of Gold” Speech—William Jennings

Boer War—South Africa—1896



Bryan—1896


Depression began—1893

First US subway—Boston—1897


McKinley Tariff (48.4%)—1890

How the Other Half Lives—Jacob Riis—1890
“Jim Crow” Laws introduced—1890

U.S. v. E.C. Knight Company—1895

Labor Day established—1894

Supreme Court—Income tax unconstitutional—1894

Forest Reserve Act—1891



Repeal of Sherman Silver Act—1892

Utah statehood—1896



Wilson-Gorman Tariff (41%)—1894

J.P. Morgan loaned USA $6.5 million in gold—1895
Battle of Wounded Knee—1890

Plessy v. Ferguson –1896



Anti-saloon League established—1893

Pullman strike in Chicago—1894


Anti-imperialism League formed—1899

Cuban economy ruined by Wilson-Gorman 

Mahan’s Influence of Sea Power—1890



Tariff-1894


G.W. Carver joined Tuskegee Institute—1896

Sherman Antitrust Act—1890


Library of Congress established—1897
Sherman Silver Purchase Act—1890

1890s Imperialism

Cuban Revolution began—1895


Filipino War—1898—1902

Samoa divided—1899



Treaty of Paris—1898

V. Weyler (The Butcher) sent to Cuba—1896
Hawaii annexed—1898

DeLome Letter—1898



Explosion of the Maine—1898

Venezuelan Boundary Dispute—1895

Teller Amendment—1898

Admiral Dewey in Manila—1898


Spanish-American War—1898

Hawaiian Revolt—not annexed—1893

1900s

Foraker Act—1900



AMA formed—1901

Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle—1906


Ida Tarbell—Standard Oil Exposed—1904

Gold Standard Act—1900



Dollar Diplomacy began—1909

Anthracite Coal Strike—1902


Ford and General Motors are founded—1908

Henry Ford—automobile—1906


Root-Takahira Agreement—1908

Gentlemen’s Agreement—1907


Platt Amendment—1901

Boxer Rebellion in China—1900


Theodore Drieser’s Sister Carrie—1900

JP Morgan formed US Steel—1901


Elkins Act—1903

Emilio Aguinaldo captured—1901


Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty—1903

Hepburn Act—1906



Burke Act—1906

Meat Inspection Act—1906


IWW formed—1905

Northern Securities Antitrust case—1904

Women’s Trade Union League formed—1903
Payne—Aldrich Tariff (40.8%)—1908

Pure Food and Drug Act—1906

Newlands Act—1902



Hay-Paunefort Treaty—1901

Wright Brothers flights—1903


Russo-Japanese War—1904

National Monetary Commission—1907

William McKinley assassinated—1901

Great White Fleet landed—1908


Treaty of Portsmouth—1905

Robert Lafollette elected governor of Wisconsin—1900
Philippines War Ended—1901

Aldrich-Vreeland Act—1908


Department of Labor and Commerce—1903

Pinchot-Ballinger dispute began—1909

TR elected—“Square Deal”—1904

US troops in Nicaragua—1909


Panama Revolution—1903

US intervened in Cuba—1906


Dominican Republic intervention—1905

Beef Trust busted—1905



TR received Nobel Peace Prize—1906

1910s

Senate Rejected Treaty of Versailles—1919

First Russian Revolution—1917
Mann-Elkins Act—1910



Treaty of Brest Litovsk—1918

NCAA formed—1910



Bolshevik Revolution—1917

American Tobacco Company formed—1911

Volstead Act—1919

US Steel and Standard Oil Anti-trust cases—1911
Race riots in Chicago—1919

Lusitania sunk—1915



Clayton Anti-trust Act passed—1914

KKK revival—1915



Progressive (Bull Moose) Party formed—1912

Zimmerman Telegram—1917


LaFollette’s Seaman’s Act—1915

Black Migration began—1915


NAACP formed—1910

16th and 17th Amendments passed—1913

Sussex attack and Pledge—1916

Sedition Act passed—1918


American Legion formed—1919

Puerto Ricans granted US citizenship—1917

“New Freedom” Introduced—1913

US neutrality announced in WWI—1914

Brandeis appointed to Supreme Court—1916

Federal Trade Commission established—1914
Wilson’s stroke and collapse—1919

Leaders of IWW imprisoned—1918

Underwood Tariff (27%)—1913

Federal Reserve Act—1913


Armistice Day—November 11—1918

Treaty of Versailles signed—1919


US purchased Virgin islands—1913

Tampico incident—1914



Panama Canal opened—1914

Teddy Roosevelt died—1919


WWI began in Europe—1914
USA intervention in Haiti—1914


US declared war (WWI)—1917

Council of National Defense established—1915
Germany began U-boat warfare—1915

14 Points announced—1918


Pershing expedition to catch Pancho Villa—1916

Espionage Act passed—1917


18th Amendment passed—1919

1920s

Kellogg-Briand Pact—1928


Lindbergh flight across the Atlantic—1927

Teapot Dome Scandal revealed—1923

Equal Rights Amendment proposed—1923

Washington Conference held (4,5 and 9 Power Treaties)—1922

Fordney-McCumber Tariff (35%)—1922

The Jazz Singer (‘first talkie’)—1927
Emergency Immigration Act—1921

US troops occupy Nicaragua---1926

First Commercial Radio Station (KDKA)—1920
World Court defeated in the Senate—1926

Dawes Plan announced—1924


Mussolini took power in Italy (Fascism)—1922

H.L. Mencken’s The Great Debunker—1926        US troops withdrew from the Dominican Republic--1924
US troops withdrew from the Dominican Republic—1924
Decline in Automobile industry—1927

Economic recession began—1921-22

19th Amendment enacted—1920


Hitler’s Mein Kempf—1924

Prohibition began—1920



William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury—1929

National Origins Act—1924


Mellon’s tax cuts—1921

Warren G. Harding died—1923


Stock Market Crash (“Black Tuesday”)—10/29/29

Scopes Trial—1925



Red Scare and Palmer Raids—1920

Sacco and Vanzetti Trial and execution—1921, 1927
  F.Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby—1925
US and European nations signed separate peace treaties—1921

Agricultural Market Act—Federal Farm Board established—1929

Stock Market Rose—1923-1928

            Al Capone emerged to prominence in Chicago—1925

Stock Market Boomed—1928


1930s
Hawley-Smoot Tariff—1930


Federal Reserve raised interest rates—1931

Reconstruction Finance Corporation—1932

Bonus Army March on Washington, DC—1932

Dust Bowl began—1930



Banking Crisis begins (hundreds close)—1932

Italy attacked Ethiopia—1935


Indian Reorganization Act—1934

Panay Incident—1937



Margaret Mitchell—Gone With the Wind—1936

Second New Deal began—1935


London Naval Conference—1930

Bank Holiday—1933



Germany retakes Rhineland—1936

Gold Reserve Act—1934



CIO split from AFL—1938
WWII began in Europe—1939


Hatch Act—1939

New Deal announced—1932


USA withdrew from Haiti and Nicaragua—1932

Second Neutrality Act—1936


John Steinbeck Grapes of Wrath—1939

Japan invaded Manchuria—1931


FDR—Hundred Days—1933

London Naval Conference continued—1935

Spanish Civil War—1936-9

20th and 21st Amendments—1933


World Disarmament Committee—1932

FDR’s Court Packing Plan—1937


Popular Front introduced—1935

Neutrality Act #4 (Cash and Carry)—1939

FDR’s Good Neighbor Policy—1933

Munich Conference and Agreement—1939

3rd Neutrality Act—1937

NIRA unconstitutional—1935


Hitler took power in Germany—1933

John Lewis (CIO) –1935



1st Neutrality Act—1935

Japan left League of Nations—1932

Germany annexed Austria—1938

Japan invaded China—1937


Scottsboro Trial—1931

Lindberg baby kidnapping—1932


Philippines promised independence—1932

Germany invaded Czechoslovakia—1939

USA recognized USSR—1933

AAA of 1933 unconstitutional—1936

FDR’s Quarantine Speech—1937

Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act—1934

Nazi-Soviet pact--1939 

1940s

NATO organized—1949



Russian counterattack—1943

United Nations established—1945


War Production Board established—1942

GI Bill passed—1944



FDR died at Warm Springs—1945

Nisei passed—1944



Teheran Conference—1943

Battle of Britain—1940



Yalta Conference—1945

Alger Hiss case—1948



Race Riots in Detroit—1943

Holocaust known in USA—1942


Baby boom began—1946

Philippine independence—1946


Truman doctrine introduced—1947

Dr. Spock—Baby and Children—1946

Atlantic Charter—1941
OPA established (rationing)—1942


Burke-Wadsworth Act (Draft)—1940

V-E Day—1945




Northern Europe conquered by Hitler—1940

Casablanca Conference—1943


Fair Employment Practices Committee—1941

Lend Lease Act—1940



Mao defeated Nationalist China—1949

National Security Act—1947


Hitler defeated suicide—1945

Communist control of Hungary—1947

Selective Service re-established—1948
Battle of Stalingrad—1943


V-J Day—1945

Zoot suit raids in LA—1943


Taft-Hartley passed over Truman’s veto—1947

Pearl Harbor attacked—1941


Israel established—1948

Manhattan Project began—1942


Tripartite Pact—1940

USA entered WWII—1941


Potsdam Conference—1945

Jackie Robinson joined the MLB—1947

Truman elected—1948

Postwar inflation began—1946


USSR invaded Poland and Finland—1940

Communist control of Czechoslovakia—1948
Fair Deal—1948

Germany invaded USSR—1941


Berlin Blockade—1948-9

Randolph’s March on Washington, DC—1941
Nuremberg Trials—1945

Marshall Plan began—1947


North African Campaign—1942

Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombed—1945

U.S. Military was desegregated—1948

1950s

Korean Conflict—1950—53


Brown v. Board of Education—1954

Television Introduced—1953


McCarthy—Army hearings—1954

Beatniks emerged—1959



Federal Highway Act—1956

Rosenberg convictions—1951


Alaska and Hawaii statehoods—1959

Hydrogen bomb—1952



Korean War armistice—1953

AFL-CIO merger—1955



Jack Kerouac—On the Road—1959

McCarthy’s “Red Hunt” began—1950

Suez Canal Crisis—1956

US manned space program began—1958

Little Rock School Crisis--1957

Eisenhower Doctrine introduced—1957

Vietnam divided—1954

Hungarian uprising put down by USSR—1956
Jonas Salk—polio vaccine—1955

Earl Warren appointed Chief Justice—1953

Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye—1951

Truman fired MacArthur—1951


CIA coup in Iran—1953

Castro overthrew Batista in Cuba—1959

U.S. troops in Lebanon—1958

Sputnik—1957




National Defense and Education Act—1958

Warsaw pact formed—1955


Senate Censure of McCarthy—1954

SEATO—1954




French defeated at Dien Bien Phu—1954

US occupation of Japan ended—1952

US/USSR Geneva Summit—1955

22nd Amendment ratified—1951

1960s
24th Amendment ratified—1964


Civil Rights Act—1964

Arab-Israeli War (6 Day War)—1967

Newark/Detroit riots—1967

Bay of Pigs Invasion—1961


Gideon v. Wainwright—1963

MLK won Nobel Peace Prize—1964

New Frontier announced—1962
Pueblo incident—1968



War on Poverty—1964

25th Amendment ratified—1967


Laos Crisis—1960

AIM formed—1968



Medicare began—1965

Peace Corps established—1961


U2 incident (Francis Gary Powers)—1960

JFK assassinated—1963



Cuban Missile Crisis—1962

Dean Rusk became Secretary of State—1961
Warren Burger—Chief Justice—1969

Civil Rights March on DC—1963


Freedom Rides—1961

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution—1964


SDS formed—1962

Watts Riots—1965



Yuri Gagarin orbited Earth—1961

Alliance for Progress formed—1961

Malcolm X assassinated—1965
Freedom Summer—1964



Nuclear Test Ban—1963

RFK assassinated—1968



Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring—1962

US escalation in Vietnam—1965


National Foundation for the Arts—1965
Medicaid formed—1966



Anti-war protests began—1967

Berlin Wall built—1961



Great Society announced—1964

MLK assassinated—1968



John Glenn orbited Earth—1962

Miranda v. Arizona—1966



Democratic Convention in Chicago—1968

Tet Offensive—1968



Sit-in—Greensboro, N.C.—1960

French dropped out of NATO—1966

Belgian Congo independence—1960

Ngo Dinh Diem overthrown in South Vietnam—1963


University of Mississippi desegregated—1962
My Lai Massacre—1968

23rd Amendment ratified—1961


Chinese/Soviet Rift—1960

Kissinger began détente—1968


Soviet control of Czechoslovakia—1968

US military advisors sent to Vietnam—1961

Voting Rights Act—1965

NOW formed—1966



Apollo 11 Moon Landing—1969

U2 pilot returned to USA—1962

1970s

Panama Canal Treaty—1977


Wounded Knee Standoff—1973

Recession/Inflation—1974—79


Ford pardoned Nixon—1974

Sandinistas in Nicaragua—1979 


Lt. Calley’s Trial (My Lai)—1971

Camp David Accords—1978


Nixon resigned—1974

Inflation rates 13%--1979



Red China joined the UN—1971

Mayaguez incident—1975



Agnew resigned/Ford appointed V.P.—1973

OPEC raised oil prices—1974


Wage and price freeze—1971

Department of Energy formed—1977

South Vietnam fell—1975

Pentagon Papers published—1971


SALT I Treaty—1972

Congress approved ERA—1972


US troops in Cambodia—1970

Watergate scandal revealed—1973


US bombed North Vietnam—1972

Nixon landslide over McGovern—1972

26th Amendment ratified—1971

Arab Oil Embargo—1973



USSR invaded Afghanistan—1979

Paris Peace Accord and Ceasefire—1973

US withdrawal from Vietnam—1973

Khmer Rouge in Cambodia—1975


Watergate Break-in—1972

Three Mile Island Nuclear Accident—1979

Yom Kippur War—1973

War Powers Act—1973



Bakke decision—1978

Mao Zedong died—1976



Kent State shootings—1970

Roe v. Wade—1973



Iran took American hostages—1979—81

Carter’s pardon of draft dodgers—1977

Palestinians ejected from Jordan—1970

Patty Hearst kidnapped by SLA—1975

Nixon visited China and the USSR—1972

Ford became president—1974


EPA established—1970

US Bicentennial—1976



SALT II Treaty—1979
Vietnam united—1976



Gulf of Tonkin resolution repealed—1971

Helsinki Accords—1975



Jackson State Riots—1970

Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia/Pol Pot ousted—1978

Iran ousted the Shah—1979

1980s

Stock Market Crash—1987



Colonel Oliver North’s trial—1989

Highest unemployment rate of decade (10.2%)—1983
Reagan shot—1981

Gramm-Rudman Bill—1985



US invasion of Grenada—1983

Sally Ride—Challenger—1983



Iran released American hostages—1981

Reaganomics introduced—1981



Pope John Paul wounded—1981

OPEC cut oil prices—1983



Iran-Contra scandal—1986

Falkan Islands War—1982




Challenger explosion—1986

Gorbachev took power in USSR—1985


Berlin Wall destroyed—1989

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act—1986


USSR shot down Korean airliner—1983

US/USSR Arms control talks—1985


Sadat assassinated—1981

Solidarity banned in Poland—1982



US and USSR dismantled long range 

Savings and Loan scandal--1989




missiles—1987

Iran/Iraq War—1980




ERA failed to be ratified—1982
Ethiopian famine (We are the World!!)—1986

Tiananmen Square—1989

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill—1989



US boycott of USSR Olympics—1980

AIDS emerged—1981




Sandra Day O’Connor appointed to

US Marines bombed Lebanon--1983



the Supreme Court—1981

William Rehnquist appointed Chief Justice—1983
             US invaded Panama to arrest Noriega—1989

Aquino killed in Philippines—1983



Israel invaded Lebanon—1982

Severe Recession—1982




USS Stark attacked by Iranian missile--1981
